240      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
t From General Butler to Mrs. Butler
Head Q'rs. near VAIUNA, Oct. Stk
MY DEAR SARAH: Just as I closed my letter yesterday morning the enemy began firing, and we had a smart fight all day. He began by driving in Kautz's Cavalry, and then attacking my right flank. He was then repulsed with loss, and our men thereupon assumed the offensive and drove him back and retook the line from which Kautz had been driven. All quiet this morning.
I have got your letter of the 3rd. I got your letter of the second, none of the first or 4th or 5th or 6th. I should, if the mails are in any order at all.
I suppose you will hardly get this letter, and this will be the last one I shall write till I see you here, or hear of you at the fort. This will not reach Lowell till Monday, if then, and I suppose you will have started by that time. But if not, you will get this and see renewed evidence that I love, and love to think of my own dearest wife.                             BENJ
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, October 8th, 1864
Brig. Gen. RAWLINS, Chief of Staff
PLEASE order all men of the 142nd and 112th and 169th New York to come up to me at once from the landing at City Point. There has been very unfair means used by officers from the Army of the Potomac in relation to these men. They have tampered with them, endeavoring to get them into regiments in the Army of the Potomac.
Please order all men for New York Regiments not actually in the Army of the Potomac to report to me at Varina, & send them with transportation to that point.
While we are here fighting I had a little rather the Army of the Potomac would not steal our men.
BENJ. F. BUTLBB, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, Oct. 8, '64,1 85 P.M.
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, WASHINGTON, D.C.
OUR success yesterday was a decided one, although the Rebel papers claim a victory. They admit Gen. Gregg killed